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earned dollars that we collect here in
Washington, that we take from the in-
dividual or the working family or the
business and then we distribute. We
should never forget what the source of
that income is.

So when we talk of lowering taxes
and when we talk of Tax Freedom Day
and the need to move that day back so
we work less time to pay our taxes, re-
member we are talking about reducing
the burden on families, reducing the
price that we pay for economic growth
and reducing the concentration of
power here in Washington and giving
more freedom and more responsibility
back to our city or town.

This past week Congress and the
President came to an agreement to try
to do something about the tax burden
Americans face, and our balanced budg-
et plan balances our Nation’s books for
the first time in 30 years, provides tax
relief that will make a difference for
the average working family and begin
to lift these burdens. A $500 per child
tax credit that we hope to enact later
in this year will put money back in the
pockets of a typical working family.
We certainly hope to enact the State
tax reform and capital gains tax reform
that will stop the burden on small and
family-owned businesses. What can be
more discouraging to someone think-
ing about starting a business than to
know if they are successful, if they
achieve their goals, then the capital
gains tax rate they will have to pay
will be as high as 28 or 30 percent, and
even worse, if they want to leave that
business in their family, they can pay
a death tax as high as 55 percent.

And this is not just a tax burden that
effects business owners, or small or
family business owner. It effects every
employee that works for that business
and even the customers that buy the
product from a small business. It ef-
fects every facet of our economy, in
small and family businesses, or where
most of the job creation take place.

By putting money back in the pock-
ets of working Americans this budget
plan that we have come to an agree-
ment on this past week will give more
power and control, more freedom and
opportunity to the average American.

Still we cannot lose sight of the long-
term goal with regard to trying to
move back that Tax Freedom Day, and
that long-term goal is fundamental re-
form of our tax system, dramatic re-
form of the Tax Code to make it simple
and fair. There is nothing more unfair
than to have working Americans labor
under the belief that someone with
more money or, better, a tax account-
ant, than they can somehow avoid pay-
ing their fair share of taxes.

By moving forward in the end of this
session and next session with fun-
damental tax reform, we will continue
the fight to put freedom and respon-
sibility back in the hands of the aver-
age American.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Utah [Mr. CANNON] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. CANNON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

COMMEMORATING TAX FREEDOM
DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. SHIMKUS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Republican
leadership, the President, and the
Democratic leadership on coming to-
gether to balance the Federal budget
and also to commemorate Tax Free-
dom Day for all taxpaying Americans.

Mr. Speaker, before being elected to
represent the 20th district of Illinois, I
spent 6 years as the Madison County
treasurer. After inheriting an office of
30 employees from the previous treas-
urer, I reduced the office staff to 20,
automated the office, and returned a
$20,000 pay raise to the people of Madi-
son County.

This was not easy for me or my fam-
ily to do, but I felt the sacrifice was
necessary to begin streamlining what I
thought was a bureaucratic office,
while providing better, more efficient
service, and saving the hard-earned
money of the taxpayers of Madison
County. However, this kind of sacrifice
is not uncommon in Madison County or
America.

Mr. Speaker, every year millions of
taxpaying Americans must tighten
their belts to make the car payment,
pay off the mortgage on their homes,
feed their children, and pay their taxes.
However, we should endeavor to change
our budget and tax codes so that Amer-
icans might better provide for their
family, instead of working over 5
months of the year simply to pay taxes
to the Government.

Because of the recent balanced budg-
et agreement made by our Nation’s
leaders, almost every taxpayer will
better be able to provide for their fam-
ily without worrying about an ever in-
creasing debt to be handed to our chil-
dren.

Mr. Speaker, if we continue to spend
at our current rates and if we continue
to let our deficit balloon, our children
and my children will inherit a debt
from which they may never recover. If
they are not in bed tonight, my sons
are watching. To David, who is 4, and
Joshua, who is 2, I say, I am working
late tonight to secure your future. I
love and miss you and will see you
soon.

It is my hope that on Tax Freedom
Day, May 9, 1997, we can celebrate the
resurgence of a budget philosophy
which we have not adopted since 1969,
and that is to spend only as much as we
take in, as does every American tax-
payer. For the future of our country
and for the future of our children, we
must sacrifice and tighten our belts.

Mr. Speaker, as the Government, as a
body, and as representatives of the peo-

ple, we have an obligation to the Amer-
ican people to hold the line on taxes
and wasteful Government spending. We
have an obligation to work to move
Tax Freedom Day to April 9, and then
to March 9, and so on.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, the peo-
ple of the 20th district and I want to
again thank the Republican and Demo-
cratic leadership and the President for
agreeing on a balanced budget plan. We
thank them for confronting unneces-
sary tax burdens, making it easier for
working families and the forgotten
middle class to provide for their chil-
dren and for working to ease the bur-
den which rests on the shoulders of the
American taxpayer.

The family farmers thank them for
working for relief from the death tax.
The small business owners, home-
owners and entrepreneurs thank them
for capital gains tax relief. The seniors
thank them for saving Medicare, guar-
anteeing its solvency into the next cen-
tury. Millions of children thank them
for the $500 per child tax credit. All
Americans, including future genera-
tions, thank them for planning to bal-
ance the budget by 2002.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. BOB SCHAF-
FER] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]
f

TRIBUTE TO STEWART B.
MCKINNEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. SHAYS]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, Stewart
McKinney, my predecessor, a member
of this House and our friend, died 10
years ago today.

On that day 10 years ago, many of his
colleagues came to this Chamber to
mark the moment and express their
grief, their admiration, their condo-
lences, their remembrances. It was a
deeply moving, impromptu tribute to a
man whose life for me and the people of
Connecticut’s Fourth Congressional
District continues to define the term
‘‘representative.’’

So I think it is fitting that the House
pause once again, 10 years later, to re-
flect upon the life, the work, and the
spirit of Stewart B. McKinney, a Rep-
resentative.

A generosity of spirit marked all he
did. He gave.

A man of virtually boundless affabil-
ity, he gave his warmth and courtesy
to clerks, elevator operators, and Cap-
itol police as readily as to his House
colleagues, Cabinet Secretaries and
Presidents.

A man of considerable means, he
gave the use of his cars and his houses
to staff and friends.
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